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> Serlio’s 1540 plan of the Baths of Constantine

SERLIO’S 1540 PLAN OF THE BATHS OF CONSTANTINE

The next item in in Rome is
a plan, drawn by Sebastiano Serlio in the third volume of his Architettura and printed in
1540. A hard-to-use copy is here, with the illustration on p.92 (“spread 49”). The 1544
reprint is at the Digital Library in Heidelberg, and again on . Here is a reduced
version:


https://96.ip-213-32-20.eu
https://96.ip-213-32-20.eu/
https://www.roger-pearse.com/weblog/tag/baths-of-constantine/
https://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/serlio1544/0092

£CHR. DECEEZANTOQVET A,

FAE Therme di'Tito fone minorideledltre ; e per6 dal wulgo fono dette le Therme minori : nondimeno per mio pasere elle fino
fbene ordinase., Lapianea di quesie Therme & mifurata col pabmo antico , il quale e qui adietro a faccic.xc.e prima , il diamctro
de laforma rotonda ﬁzndfﬂ.ﬂ,i circd.cl.palmi laparte.B.& in longisudine da palmi ottanta, ¢laTatitudine palmi cinguanta
P uno,la parte,C, & palimt ottanta in ngituding, et inlatitudine palmi.x la forma.D.¢in Tongitudine palimi cento per diametro,
et iludflibulo E. & circa palmi cinguantd . I parte.F.élunga da,cxex palnila fia larghe{3a & da palini.Ixx,la parte,G.di
otto _fnm'e & circa palini ceto,]d parte votonda,H,¢ da palmi cento cinguanta per diametro. 1d parte.1,? eento piedi, et e didue quadri incired,
Ie due parti.KS. fono palmi srenta per ogni lato, laparte.L. € in lunghez3a dapalmi.cxxv.la fualarghez3a e palmitrenta. larotondita, M, ¢ per’
digmetre circa*palmi eento uentr, laparte ;M. ¢ lunga palmi.cxlviii, e larga palmi cinquantafctte . 1s perte, Oy il medefimo, I conferadele:
acque fgra gui acanto ; ‘ | 0
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The text at the top merely gives measurements for the rooms where the letters appear, but


https://www.roger-pearse.com/weblog/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/serlio1544_0092.jpg

nothing about what the rooms are. I wonder if the drawing was made by an assistant, with
measurements? It doesn’t sound as if Serlio has ever seen it.

This plan seems to differ a lot from the others. I suspect that the problem is that all of them
are largely guesswork, and that little was to be seen above-ground, even in 1540, without

digging.

The text also calls this the “Baths of Titus”. I include this drawing because it is listed as a
plan of the Baths of Constantine in Platner and Ashby’s Topographical Dictionary of Ancient
Rome (1929), (online at ) as “Serlio, Architettura I11.92” with the
curious footnote, “Ed. 1550; in those of 1544 and 1562 the reference is II1.88. In all these
the thermae are wrongly ascribed to Titus.” But in fact the illustration in the 1544 is II1.92
also.

Serlio was apparently the first renaissance architect to realise that a manual of architecture
in the vernacular with copious illustrations might form the basis of a successful professional
career. Previous architects had issued tomes in Latin with no pictures and directed mainly
at litterateurs. Volume 3 of his book was devoted to Roman antiquities, which is why the
plan is here.


https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Gazetteer/Places/Europe/Italy/Lazio/Roma/Rome/_Texts/PLATOP*/Thermae_Constantinianae.html#note1

