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THE BATHS OF CONSTANTINE IN THE PANORAMA OF ANTONIO VAN WYNGAERDE CA. 1560

In 1894 the famous Italian archaeologist R. Lanciani found a long-forgotten 2-metre long
drawing of a panorama of Rome, in the Bodleian Library in Oxford, in the Sutherland
collection of some 20,000 artworks of all sorts. He published it in facsimile the following
year, in the Bullettino della Commissione Archeologica Comunale de Roma, vol. 23 (1895),
as a foldout between pages 80-81, followed by his own article on the subject on pp.81-109.
A high-resolution scan of the image can be found at the wonderful Heidelberg Digital
Library, here, where the whole volume is online. (Lanciani’'s text begins on the next page
here.)

The panorama is 360 degrees. It includes a view of the ruins of the Baths of Constantine,
and beyond this the prominent fragment of the “Temple of the Sun”, looking towards the
Castel Sant’Angelo and the Vatican to the south-west. It is of course far too large to appear
here, but here is a greatly reduced excerpt.
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It is a frustrating image in a way. At the bottom we see the “Avanzi .... delle terme
Constantine” on both sides - ruins of the baths of Constantine - but it’s hard to know what is
what. A rotunda is clearly seen in the middle, looking half buried. To the right are various
walls and exedra.

I can’'t determine what is supposed to be seen on the left, where the same “Avanzi...”
message appears, but plainly the author thought that he was showing something.

Still it is good to have it.


https://96.ip-213-32-20.eu
https://96.ip-213-32-20.eu/
https://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/bcom1895/0091
https://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/bcom1895/0092
https://www.roger-pearse.com/weblog/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Wyngaerde-baths-of-constantine-1560-1.png

