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MORE ON THE HOMEROMANTEION

I mentioned the Homeromanteion. This work consists of an introduction,
followed by a list of oracular extracts from Homer. Using three 6-sided dice, you can get a
random extract.

The work is extant in three papyri, P.Bon. 3, P.Oxy. 3831, and PGM VII. One of these,
P.London 1, 121 is a six foot long roll. It is mentioned in this excellent

, by Federica Micucci, which also gives this image of the end
of it. The three numerals are at the start of each line.
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The end of the translation given in Betz, Greek Magical Papyri, PGM VI], is as follows:
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206. 6-5-2 Apollo of the silver bow did strike the one, still sonless, [Od. 7. 64]

207. 6-5-3 then you may hope to see your loved ones and reach [O4. 7. 76]

208. 6-5-4 As tor you two, I will tell you exactly how it will be. [O4. 21. 212]

209. 6-5-5 For so shall I proclaim, and it will be accomplished too. [Z. 1. 212]

210. 6-5-6 and I shall send him wherever his heart and spirit urge him. [Od. 16.
81; 21. 342].

211. 6:6-1 idiot? You'll soon pay when the swift hounds devour you [O4. 21.
363]

212. 6-6-2 You would lcarn what mighty hands I have to back me up. [O4. 20.
237; 21. 202]

213. 6-6-3 Inno wise do I think he will in that event take you for himself, nor 1s
it proper. {O4. 21. 322]

214. 6-6-4 here we gather, waiting day after day. {Od. 21. 156])

215. 6-6-5 to recach decision making secret plans. Nor yet now to me [I/. 1.
542]

216. 6-6-6 Don’t darc get it into your mind to escape from me, Dolon. [1i. 10.
447)

Here end the verses of the Homer oracle. May it help you!

The left-most numbers are modern, as we can see.

I should have liked to give the instructions at the start of the work, but these were only
preserved in P.Oxy. 3831. There is a translation apparently by P.J. Parsons, in the original
publication in The Oxyrhynchus Papyri, vol. 56 (1989), p.44-48, but this does not seem to be
online. The BL blog gives an extract:

First, you must know the days on which to use the Oracle; second, you must
pray and speak the incantation of the god and pray inwardly for what you want;
third, you must take the dice and throw it three times.

There is an excellent article by Raquel Martin-Hernandez - whose Academia.edu site
contains a great deal of material about sortilege, the art of divining using dice - on using
Homer for divination, with special reference to the Homeromanteion. It may be found here.

Similar methods could be used with biblical texts, of course; and so they duly were. Both
Augustine and Jerome refer to these, according to Martin-Hernandez, who gives two
interesting footnotes:

[4] Augustine, Epist. 55.20.37. Jerome, Epistula ad Paulinum Nolanum 53, 7
(CSEL 54, 453). See Klingshirn 2002: 82-84.

[5] The use of the Bible for divination was not only conducted by secular
people, but also by members of the clergy on the light of Canon 16 of the
council of Vannes, dated to the 462 and 468 CE: aliquanti clerici student
auguriis et sub nomine confictae religionis quas sanctorum sortes vocant...hoc
quicumque clericus detectus fuerit vel consulere vel docere ab ecclesia
habeatur extraneus. “Some clergy are devoted to the interpretation of signs,
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and under the label of what pretends to be religion, what they call Saints’
Lots...any cleric found either to have consulted or expounded this should be
considered estranged from the church” (Concilia Galliae, A. 314-A. 506 [CCSL
148:156]). Text provided by Klingshirn 2005: 100. For the use of the Bible for
divination see Klingshirn 2005.

In the decay of the church in the late 4th century, it is perhaps unsurprising that such
superstitions should take hold.

They are not really very different from opening the bible at random; a practice not unknown
even today.




