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SOME NOTES ON ST ALNOTH

A correspondent was looking for the Life of St Alnoth in the Acta Sanctorum, and found
himself confused by the series, as most of us are initially.

The Acta Sanctorum is confusing to the casual visitor, because all the lives of the saints are
given on their saints’ day, the day in the Catholic Church on which they are
commemorated. For Alnoth this is February 27. There is no overall numbering of volumes.
Instead the numbering is within each month - January vol 1, etc.

The material for St Alnoth is in February, vol 3, under the material for February 27th. In
the 1658 original edition, it’s on p.684. I'm not sure if there is a standard way to reference

this, but [ might give it as something like:

Acta Sanctorum, Februarii III, Feb.27, p.684 (1658)

This volume is online in a hard-to-read form here. An electronic transcription is here. (If

you are on Windows, just do a ctrl-F in your browser for Alnoth)

Most people find the 19th century reprint easier to use. There it’s on p.689, here (which is

p.736 of the PDF).
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tamen pro jam dicta urbe quotidie, et omnibus com-
murantibus in ea, sc memorale Abbate ad Domi-

est lionor of potestas, laus, virtus, et gloria in secula
seculorum, Amen.

DE S. ALNOTHO
EREMITA MARTYRE IN ANGLIA,
Sylloge historica.
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werdes @ Quanta autein humilitatis foerit Werelurga,
quante otinm apod Deum sublimitatis, in eodem
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&. Werelnrga seripior villiocum Dominee vecat, a quo
vir sanctus inigwe of alrociter verberatus; ipse Prarto-
remi, sire Daylivam appellal. Meminit guogue Alnothi
Capgravins in efusdem 8. Wereburge Vita, wbi ista
habei : Armentarius tandem ille in silva quadam ans~
clwriticam ducens vitam a latronibus martyrizator,
Dy codem Sancte Nicolaws f arpafeldins in histor, Ee-
clesiasd. Angl. seculs T cap. 23 ita scribit ; Fuit etinm
hoc seculo Alnothus anachoreta, qui in solitudine
& hitrouibus cesus est.

8 IMnscripait 8. Alnothum Martyrem Joannes Wil-
sonus Martyrologio Anglicane ad xxva Februarii @
quem secuius Ferraries in vove S8, Cataloge, In An=-
glia, uaguit, 5. Alnothi Martyris. Ast idem JF ilsonus

i pesteriore Mariyrelogit sl editione ad xxv Novem- *

bris retwhit; mella reddua ewr mularil ratione, Bt
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dichus priovem cligere, quod codem hoc mense Vitam de-
derimius S, Wereburgse, guam consuwlers lector possil.
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sounum non prodatur, quod in Llyensi tractu cam solila-
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There does not seem to actually be a “vita” for St Alnoth. This item is instead a “sylloge”,
which seems to be a collection of snippets from other hagiographical sources. It was
written in 1658 by the Bollandist editor: in this case, none other than Johannes Bolland
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(“I.B.”) himself.

Bolland quotes for St Alnoth the “Life” of St Werburgh, which is in February vol 1. He also
gives another couple of snippets from elsewhere. I did look to see if the vita of St Werburgh
had been translated, but if it has, it eluded me.

Alnoth himself was a 7th century anglo-saxon saint, who lived first as a herdsman. He
suffered from the attentions of an unfair bailiff, and then he moved to become a hermit. He
was eventually murdered by robbers.

One day I ought to sit down and compile a “finder’s guide” for anybody wanting to work
with the lives of the saints. Maybe it already exists, I do not know. Like most people, I
wandered into the world of hagiography more or less by accident!



