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DIGGING FOR GOLD: THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE INTERNET AND THE “ELECTRONIC
JOURNAL OF MITHRAIC STUDIES” (EJMS)

Back in the 1970s, following the international conferences on Mithraic studies, a rising
young scholar named Richard L. Gordon created a journal specifically for Mithras studies.
He named it the Journal of Mithraic Studies, and got contributors, and supporters, and a
publisher. There was definitely a demand for such a journal, as somewhere to report the
ever-increasing flow of archaeological discoveries. The print was just typescript, but the
scholarship was excellent, and the times were right for it.

But the journal failed. Although the volume of Mithras material is great, I have read that
the field proved too small to sustain a journal.

Twenty years later, the world-wide web came along, and Dr Gordon tried again. He created
a website, the Electronic Journal of Mithraic Studies, and uploaded to it material from the
old journal, plus new reports. I don’'t know the original website address, but it ended up at

But this too failed. Dr Gordon was ahead of his time, and the
infrastructure and acceptance for such a venture did not exist. So the site gradually died,
and by 2016 it was gone. The university deleted the site, and today it exists only in the
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Home Welcome to the Electronic Journal of Mithraic Studies!
EIMS TEAM
Papers The Electronic Journal of Mithraic Studies {EJMS) is a revival of the Journal of Mithraic Studies edited by Dr. Richard Gordon. It is a place where researchers on Roman
Arch Reports Mithraism can publish the product of their research and make it freely available for other interested people. The journal concerns all aspects of the mysteries of Mithras,
CIMRM Supplement  including history, archaeology, theology, sociology. others. Its span includes related religions and cults such as Persian Zoroastrianism and other cults in the Roman
Out-of-Print Empire. The ETMS is based at the University of Huelva, Spain, and is managed by an Editorial Board composed of scholars of Mithraism and Roman Religion with
Notices international projection. A more complete description is included in our formal baseline document.
Links
FAQ The material published in the ETMS includes papers and archaeological reports. Accepted languages are English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, German, Italian, Dutch

and Flemish. The ETMS follows an "open yearly volumes" approach suitable for Internet publication which consists on gradually building its volumes during the year,

This was a bona-fide academic site. But it seems that there was no strategy to preserve it,
and it was treated as ephemeral.

This evening I had occasion to consult a paper, on the , from
volume 2 of the JMS. Looking in the “Out-of-print” section of the archived website, I found
the archaeological reports, and downloaded the right section. The sections were all stored
as zip files, containing jpgs. Back in 2000, the PDF format did not exist, or if it did, it was
not widely used.

Next I got my 7Zip, and unpacked the zip file. And ... disaster! ... the tool told me that some
of the JPGs were corrupt!


https://96.ip-213-32-20.eu
https://96.ip-213-32-20.eu/
http://www.uhu.es/ejms/
https://web.archive.org/web/*/http://www.uhu.es/ejms/
https://www.roger-pearse.com/weblog/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/ejms_snip.png
https://www.roger-pearse.com/mithras/display.php?page=supp_Croatia_Banjevic_RestoredTauroctony
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The pages were partially readable; and when opened, they looked just like that - half
blacked-out. I needed pages 189-191, but 190 was one of the corrupt ones.

Archive.org takes snapshots at regular intervals. So I hunted back, into the past, to try to
find a non-corrupt version of the zip. But it was in vain. As soon as the files arrived on the
website, they were already corrupt. Clearly the site owners themselves had some form of
problem, at that remote date, and had never checked that their files were OK. I confess that
I have never checked any file that I have uploaded, so I understand.

Resigned, I decided to OCR the pages anyway, and post online what I could read. So I
opened those files in Abbyy Finereader 14. And then... I saw something unexpected:


https://www.roger-pearse.com/weblog/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/ejms-extract.png
https://www.roger-pearse.com/weblog/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/ejms-corrupt.png

levelled with a chisel. The central scene, clearly a feast-
scene reminiscent of the Ladenburg relief found by Dr. Heuke-
mes, is enclosed within a semicircular vault (pl. III).
Within this frame, there survives the rough outline of a
figure in a phrygian cap facing front and the remains of
part of another to his right. To the left is alarge circular
object with a central hole, which Medini believes to be a
patera, but which could be a cosmic circle. Below this to
the left, part of a tree in leaf.

Fragment B, The outer frame survives, larger at the
bottom than at the side. From left to right, one can make

The area that Windows 10 had considered corrupt, and displayed as plain white, was
partially readable! I quickly found that in fact nearly all the text could be worked out. I
have no idea what happened to produce this. But ...
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couple of words of the article.

The lesson here is to use more than one tool in such a situation.

This process was really research itself. No doubt the Journal articles might be found in
some research library; but what if they had not? What if this was an online-only journal? Is

this the future, for some of us?

it was there. In the end I only lost a
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