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WHAT IS THE EARLIEST USE OF THE WORD “CHRISTIANITY"?

When did the word “Christianity” actually come into use? The Greek is Xpiotioavioudc.

A certain amount of searching online brought me to an Italian article,’ from which I learned
that the first person to use the word is none other than Ignatius of Antioch. There are 4
references, in Ignatius’ letters to the Magnesians 10,1 and 3; Romans 3,3; and
Philadelphians 6,1.

Let’s see what he says! The Greek is from the TLG, the translation is Lake’s Loeb, the links
are to the ANF. Note that the ANF translation online for each chapter gives first the
original (“short”) text, and then the “long” text as interpolated in the 4th century by the
Apollinarist heretics. We're quoting here the original.

Magnesians c. 10:

Atondv €0y, Tnoodv Xpiotov Aadelv Kol tovdailew. O yap XploTlaviopog 0K
el¢ Tovbaiopov emtotevoep, &AL’ Tovbaiopnoc ic Xprotiaviopdv, €1¢ OV Idox
yAOOOoa maoteboaoa £ig Ocov auvNyO.

3. It is monstrous to talk of Jesus Christ and to practise Judaism. For
Christianity did not base its faith on Judaism, but Judaism on Christianity, and
every tongue believing on God was brought together in it.

Romans c.3:

0 yap B=0¢ Nuav 'Inoodc Xp1gToc v matpl Wy pdAlov @aivetat. O IELOPOVHG
T0 €pyov, AAAX peyEBoLg £0TY 0 XploTIoW1oPdg, OTaw plofitat VIO KOTHOV.

3. Nothing visible is good, for our God, Jesus Christ, being now in the Father, is
the more plainly visible. Christianity is not the work of persuasiveness, but of
greatness, when it is hated by the world.

Philadelphians 6: (Strangely the ANF renders “Christianity” as “Christian doctrine”)

[Unable to locate the Greek!]

1. But if anyone interpret Judaism to you do not listen to him; for it is better to
hear Christianity from the circumcised than Judaism from the uncircumcised.
But both of them, unless they speak of Jesus Christ, are to me tombstones and
sepulchres of the dead, on whom only the names of men are written.

The word Xpiotiaviop** appears in Ignatius, the Martyrdom of Polycarp, and Origen before
the council of Nicaea, and then entirely in post-Nicene writers.
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